[Aortic thrombosis during acute endocarditis caused by Staphylococcus aureus].
The authors report a case of acute bacterial (Staphylococcus aureus) endocarditis in a 70-year-old woman, revealed by a febrile cerebral ischemic accident. Ultrasonography confirmed the presence of a large posterior mitral valve vegetation interfering with left ventricular filling. The sudden onset of complete paraplegia and acute ischemia of the lower limbs suggested thrombosis of the abdominal aorta, which was confirmed by aortography. These features indicated that a vegetation fragment had migrated, obstructing the aortic bifurcation and causing secondary thrombosis. This led in turn to involvement of the medullary arteries and the onset of paraplegia. Unfortunately, acute renal insufficiency and major left heart failure rapidly developed, and the patient died. Autopsy confirmed the diagnosis of aortic thrombosis with involvement of the renal arteries. Multiple visceral infarcts were noted as well as the large mitral vegetation. This case illustrates the potential severity of systemic embolism complicating endocarditis due to Staphylococcus aureus. The accident was remarkable because of the aortic acute occlusion and the association with paraplegia, an unusual neurologic complication.